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THERE'VE BEEN SOME CHANGES MADE...
The slight delay in the appearance of this issue of the Bulletin has a happy explanation: After a year and a half of editing the Bulletin in more or less solo fashion, I was glad to learn that those who had previously assisted in its production, as well as others, were interested in taking a more active part in the editorial process. The result, after considerable discussion of how we could best attain a collective and cooperative modus operandi, was the formation of an editorial board. Members of this board are responsible for individual sections of the Bulletin, as noted in each section, and readers are requested to send news, requests or suggestions specifically intended for one of these sections to its respective editor(s). General items, inquiries and announcements may s t i l l be addressed to the general editor or the corresponding secretary. The editorial board has also organized an informal studv group to keep abreast of current developments and issues in the GDR.
One of the more gratifying aspects of my visit to the GDR this summer (see TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE) is the assurance of an increased and improved supply of new GDR publications for review. The review editors are presently attempting to develop a roster of qualified reviewers, including graduate students working on GDR topics. Unsolicited reviews are also welcome, but it will continue to be the policy of the Bulletin to include only reviews of recent publications. Thus v;e hope that potential reviewers will be quite specific about the areas of interest which they would be able to review within the usual three-month deadline imposed by our "up-to-date" policy. Those interested in reviewing are requested to send the form at the back of this issue to the review editors.
Even with its broadened editorial base, the Bulletin will continue to depend on reader input if it is to remain a useful and viable tool of the profession. Although I have been aware that we missed items of interest in the past because no one bothered to send them in, my summer's 1 experience in the GDR revealed an entirely new function of the Bulletin beyond our attempts to keep one another informed: The Bulletin documented for scholars, editors, and persons involved in the cultural sector in the GDR the extent and depth of interest in GDR topics among teachers and scholars in this country.
In view of the fact that there is s t i l l no cultural treaty providing for scholarly contact between the U.S. and the GDR, it seems significant that the Bulletin is in a position to keep both sides involved in negotiating the details of this document aware of the interests and needs of members of our profession. This special session of the MLA 1976 is scheduled for Monday, December 27, 10:30-11:^5 a.m., Morgan A. Hilton. Three main speakers will give oral summaries of their iiapers, to whic three respondents will add their commentary and/or critique. As the title indicates, this seminar is concerned with the crucial issue of approaches to GDR literature, specifically, prose fiction. Three different views will be presented:
